Gloucestershire Environment Partnership Business Task Group 

Meeting Notes 22 October 2008

Present: 

Alex Steele, University of Gloucestershire

Mike Brain, Severn Wye Energy Agency

Gill Morris, Cheltenham Borough Council

Emma Burlow, Business Link

Nigel Riglar, Stroud District Council

Carole Bond, Carbon Date

Paul Pearson, Severn Wye Energy Agency

Jagdish Patel, Severn Wye Energy Agency

Apologies: Pete Wiggins, Glos County Council, Alasdair Brown, SW -RDA, Angela Presdee, Glos. First

1. Context

JP explained the context of the Business Task Group (BTG) within the Gloucestershire Environment Partnership (GEP), the Local Area Agreement and NI 186: per capita reductions in CO2 in the LA area.  Three other task groups (domestic energy, public sector and transport) will also be working on producing delivery plans for NI 186 – to be ready by March 2009.  There are some difficulties with the NI due to the manner in which the statistics are collected and the time lags from collection to publication (two years). It is very early days for NI 186 and there have been informal discussions with Govt Office SW that the main elements for which LAA performance should be judged on is the quality of the delivery plans and a demonstrated commitment to developing local measures to reduce C02 per capita. 

The meeting agreed for MB to convene/Chair the meetings of the BTG.

1. Gloucestershire Business CO2 Emissions

The commercial (and public) sector accounts for up to 43% of total CO2 emissions in Gloucestershire.  They are the 2nd highest in the South West (with Devon being first). The districts with the highest commercial emissions are Cotswold, Stroud and Tewkesbury. Statistics showing the CO2 by LA and divided into 3 sectors are to be produced annually by Defra – first full set was for 2005 and 2006, and issued in Sept 08 (Local Authority CO2 Emission Estimates 2006 - published by Defra as National Statistics on 18th September 2008).   www.defra.gov.uk/environment/statistics/globatmos/galocalghg.htm 

.

2.   Existing C02 Reduction/ Energy Efficiency Initiatives

A roundtable discussion identified the following initiatives: 

Alex Steele 

· Resource Efficiency Clubs (2007/2008) – project now finished but could provide historical data/ model for future projects. 
· Parklife is targeting 20 businesses to take up Environmental Management schemes.
· A number of companies have undertaken environmental management/ energy efficiency without any intervention from outside agencies. Potential to investigate the value of non-intervention measures by the University Of Glos (an activity student could undertake).
· Glos Environmental Business Forum used to run the Glos Environment Business Awards.

Nigel Riglar

· Target 20/50, Stroud DC has funded SWEA to target 50 companies with an energy efficiency audits and follow up measures. The project complements the work of the Carbon Trust ( providing a service to businesses whose energy spend is under £50,000).  The project aims to highlight potential energy savings and provide a means for businesses to realise them.  http://www.swea.co.uk/proj_Target2050B.shtm
· SDC are working with the Parklife initiative with busineses in Stonehouse. They are also working through their estate management responsibilities to encourage environmental management requirements for suppliers and contractors.

Carole Bond

· Cotswold Energy/ Environment Group and Constructive Excellence - 

             have up to 1,000 active members from business. There is potential of putting         round a questionnaire to them about energy efficiency measures in place. 
Gill Morris

· Cheltenham has established the Low- Carbon Partnership with major employers, Chelsea Building Soc, University of Glos, GCHQ, the Police and PCT among others involved.  
· Cheltenham BC has also commissioned SWEA to work on the hospitality sector, targeting 30 businesses. The aim is to provide free on site energy surveys to hospitality businesses that do not qualify for support from the Carbon Trust. 
Emma Burlow

· Envision’s business support programme is contracted out to Abricon. EB to see if Business Link can access Abricon data.  Envision programme finishes in March 2009.

· TUC – Greening the workplace project is raise awareness of climate change and energy by engaging workers in the workplace. 
Mike Brain

· As well as the work with Stroud and Cheltenham, SWEA are working with Gloucestershire County Council to replicate the business energy work in Stroud throughout the County delivering 50 energy surveys and follow up support to businesses throughout Gloucestershire. 
There was discussion about:

How to access Carbon Trust data. (Carbon Trust services are available to businesses with an energy spend above £50,000).

Should the region be credited for carbon reduction businesses services like Ecotricity? 
Is there a role for building up the ‘green building skills’ in Gloucestershire - a green Academy? 
Should the BTG focus on embodied carbon in waste and raw materials?
3. Environmental Performance in Business (EPIB) Service.
(A briefing note was circulated by Alasdair Brown, Waste Manager, South West RDA ) 

In Alasdair’s  absence, EB gave a brief description of Business Links involvement in the EPIB Service.  Business Link are the delivery agents. The target companies are ‘High Growth Businesses’  with the service available to Local Authorities on a ‘buy in’ basis. Some aspects of the detail and implementation is yet to be worked but EPIB will be the main Government support to SMEs in the energy efficiency area outside of the work undertaken by the Carbon Trust.   
4. Funding

Possible funding from GEP this year for initiatives that lead to behavioural change in reducing CO2 emissions. Next years LAA budget is to include funding for CO2 reduction initiatives.  NR suggested the development of some outline/headline projects for the BTG from the LAA budget for 2009/10. Proposals have to submitted by the end of November. 

5. Actions: MB/JP to give some consideration on how BTG participants can go forward on the following:
· Breakdown of business by size
· Who are the biggest emitters of CO2 by sector and business – and why?

· Mapping existing carbon reduction initiatives 
· Assessing the CO2 reduction value of existing business services
· Developing data capture systems 

· Improving and integrating data collection.

It was noted that Carbon Trust may have some of this information through their work in targeting the bigger uses of energy. EB to investigate if she is able to access Carbon Trust info for Glos. 
6. Date of Next meeting:  
Nov 17th 10am – 12noon, Cheltenham. Venue tbc 

